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Why Join the SHDA?
We often hear many new parents wondering why they should join the Saskatoon
Highland Dancing Association. Then we hear these same new parents say at about
the one year mark, “why didn’t anyone tell me about this wonderful organization?”
Well the reasons are many and varied but usually we like the parents to get their
feet wet in the highland world for a year before we approach them about joining.
The purpose of the SHDA is to promote Scottish culture in Saskatoon and surrounding communities. We promote the culture through many facets:
Folkfest, dance outs at various events such as Festival of Trees, Mayor’s Gala, school
events, Robbie Burns events and dance competitions.
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Many new parents assume it is the dance schools that are the passage to these
events but it is the SHDA. The 3 dance schools in Saskatoon work with the SHDA to
make these events a reality for the dancers but it is the responsibility of the SHDA.
What is expected of you once you join?
- we require members to work 20 hours at Folkfest; our one and only fundraiser.
What do you get out of all your hard work at Folkfest?
- 3 top level dance competitions each year
- subsidized workshops in Saskatoon
- subsidized Spring Tune-Up (a dance camp of sorts)
- dancer gets to perform at Folkfest
- financial support for competitive dancers
- financial subsidies for all dancers for costuming, travel, competition fees
- professional development funding
2015 – 2016 SHDA Executive:
President: Vicki Streiloff
shda.president@sasktel.net

Workshops: Heather Bonynge

Vice-President: Cathryn Wood

Competitions: Heather Hollman

Past President: TBA

Communication: MJ Sherven

Treasurer: James Smith

Pavilion Manager: Rachelle Lockwood

Secretary: Randall Keays

Provincial Rep: Patti Fisher

Membership: Paula MacPherson
shda.memberships@sasktel.net

Dance-Outs: Tannis Nicholson
shda.danceouts@sasktel.net
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Oct 17th Battleford Open Competition
Oct 18th Lloydminster Open Competition
Nov 7th Regina Open Competition
Nov 28th SHDA Open Competition
Dec 2015 Renew ScotDance Cards
Jan 25th Robbie Burns Day
Feb 6th SHDA Closed Competition
Apr 2nd & 3rd SHDA Spring Tune Up
May 6th & 7th Provincial Championships
in Battleford
May 28th SHDA Open Premiership

Folkfest 2015
Folkfest 2015 was a huge success!
Each year the SHDA hosts the Scottish Pavilion at the Prairieland Events Centre. This year was another huge success
thanks in large part to the many, many, MANY volunteers who make this happen. How do we measure success at Folkfest? Well we saw nearly 30,000 people come through our doors in the 3 days, we sold out of food every night (yummy
haggis), our liquor lines were long, the performances were top-notch and the dancing was amazing! Plus a bonus this
year ~ one of our own won the Trip for Two to Scotland ~ congratulations Rachelle Lockwood.
Our Ambassadors this year were Betty and Larry Mitchell and our Jr. Ambassadors were Katie Forsyth and Lauren Duncan. They represented us well!!
Remember that this is SHDA’s only fundraising event and the funds raised from here go directly towards our dancers. It
is terrific to work a fundraiser that has such a correlating benefit to the organization it is supporting.
Nicole McIntyre ...and committee put a tremendous number of hours in to make this annual event another success. It is
never an easy undertaking but Nicole really did SHDA proud as Pavilion Manager. Thanks so much Nicole.
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SHDA HIGHLAND DANCER PROFILES
Name: Sloan Smith

Age: 11

Dancer Status: Novice
Dance School: Spence School of Highland Dance
Years in Highland Dance: 2
How did you get started?: I saw videos of highland dancers on YouTube and decided
that’s what I wanted to do.
Favourite highland dance: Strathspey and Highland Reel
Kilt Tartan: Burgundy MacLean of Duart
Exciting Experience: I liked winning the trophy at the Regina Highland Gathering this
year and moving up to Novice on the same day as my best dance friend.

Name: Leah Couture
Age: 11
Dancer Status: Novice
Dance School: WSHD
Years in Highland Dance: 2
Favourite highland dance: Fling
Kilt tartan: Dress Royal Cunningham
How did you get started? My sisters inspired me to try dancing because they
danced and it looked like fun. It also looked like a good workout.
Exciting experience: The first time I received a trophy was encouraging and exciting
because I really wasn’t expecting it and I felt like a good dancer for the first time.
My favourite experience was dancing in Folkfest last year because I had lots of
dance friends there and I love performing.

Name: Eryn McDonald

Age: 20
Dance School: WSHD

Dancer Status: Premier
Years in Highland Dance? 16 years
Favourite highland dance: Jig and Seann Triubhas
Kilt Tartan: Dress Turquois MacGregor
How did you get started in Highland Dance? I enjoyed watching it at Folkfest so
my parents decided to put me in it to try it out.
Describe one or two exciting experiences that you have had in highland dance
thus far? With dance, I have traveled to many places such as Scotland, Paris and
most recently Ireland. The experiences were amazing and I would do it all over
again in a heart beat.
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Who are the Glenlily Highland Dancers?

1701 Ruth Street E
Saskatoon, SK
S7J 0L7

The Glenlily
Highland
Dancers are a
professional
dance troupe
consisting of
Premier dancers over the age
of 18 from the
Wilson School
of Highland
Dance.

SHDA WEBSITE
www.shda.ca
Or check us out on Facebook:
Saskatoon Highland Dancing
Association

The group was formed in 2000 while in Scotland by a group of WSHD dancers who wanted to still perform Celtic choreography. The name was inspired
by the various locations in Scotland named Glen—and Lily for the official
flower of Saskatchewan. Since its inception there have been approximately
60 dancers perform with the group at various events across Saskatchewan
and Alberta.
The dancers choreograph numbers to Celtic music and then teach each other
the dances to perform. Some of the events they have performed over the
years are: Mayor’s Gala, TeleMiracle, Canmore Highland Games Ceilidh,
weddings, conventions, Robbie Burns events, University functions and more.
If you wish to hire them to perform you can go to their Facebook page:

https://www.facebook.com/glenlilydancers

Official Saskatchewan
Tartan
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