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Folkfest ~ Scottish Pavilion
Folkfest will be held this year August 18—20th and the Scottish Pavilion will be back at
the Prairieland Hall ‘A’. Our adult ambassadors this year are Bronwen and Darryl
McRae who have been long-time, tireless workers at the Scottish Pavilion for several
years. Our youth ambassadors are Jacqueline M and Jacklyn C, both active dancers
with a passion for all things Celtic. These two young ladies have been featured in our
‘Dancer Profiles’ in this issue. Our pavilion manager is Rachelle Lockwood who has
much experience with the Scottish Pavilion having been Bar Chair for many, many years.
Fun fact: Rachelle gave birth to her first daughter during Folkfest while managing the bar
and never skipped a shift!

Guth na Dannsairean
Voice of the Dancers

SASKATOON HIGHLAND DANCING ASSOCIATION

Folkfest is our one and only fundraiser so all families are required to work a minimum of
20 hours. This may seem daunting but if you think about how many hours of bingo shifts
that one would work to achieve the same financial goals—this is a cakewalk (pun intended).
These 20 hours of Folkfest commitment can be achieved in a number of ways: 4 family
members work 5 hours each, 2 family members work 10 hours each, work shifts in the
pre-cook time periods which take place in early August, have a neighbour work a shortbut-fun 3 hour shift on your behalf; the options are endless. Now, that being said—
please do NOT limit your time to 20 hours. We need everyone to work as much as possible in order to pull off this event. The Scottish Pavilion is one of the top-attended pavilions and that is not by accident. Our pavilion is always hopping with entertainment, food,
kid stations, bar activities and vendors. It takes many, many, MANY volunteers to make
this happen so reach out to your friends and neighbours to volunteer. To sign up for your
Folkfest shifts: http://vols.pt/LWJLr2 . If you have questions concerning volunteering
please direct them to: scottishpavilionvolunteers@gmail.com

What do you get for your hard work at Folkfest? Three top notch dance competitions a year, two excellent workshops, one heavily subsidized Spring Tune Up, dancer
benefits that have ranged in the past from new dance shoes, dancer bags, team jackets,
funding for competitions, funding for costumes. Every penny raised goes back to our
dancers.

Remember that only dancers that belong to SHDA can dance at the pavilion so if you
need to take out a membership to make that happen please contact Paula McPherson (shda.memberships@sasktel.net). You can take out an Associate Membership
which requires you to work a 4 hour shift. The Associate Membership is a great way
to be introduced to this SHDA world.
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July 6th-10th—ScotDance Canada Championship Series.
August 18-20th—Folkfest Scottish Pavilion at Prairieland.
September 26th—SHDA Registration
Night
November 26th—SHDA Open Competition
February 4th—SHDA Closed Competition

SDCCS 2016 Winnipeg
Scotdance Canada Championship Series (SDCCS) will be held this year in Winnipeg. July 6—10th. This five day dance
extravaganza will see some 800 dancers from around the world competing in a variety of dances and group choreographies. This event welcomes all levels of dancers as there is something for Primary, Beginner, Novice, Intermediate as well
as the Premiers.
Each year the host city for SDCCS alternates from east to west. Eastern cities host in the odd years while western cities
host in the even years. Each province takes turns hosting.
Did you know that Saskatoon hosted one of the most successful SDCCS events in history in 2010? We may have that opportunity again in 2022 when it is Saskatchewan’s turn to host.
The schedule of events is:
July 6th— Dancer Registration (great swag) & Opening Ceremonies (often features the provincial representatives but an
event for all)
July 7th—Premier Highlands Restricted Premier Highlands, Special Reel Event Preliminaries, Primary Highland, PrePremier Highland
July 8th—Canadian Championships (3 reps from each province compete), Banquet & dance in the evening for all.
July 9th— Pre-Premier Nationals , Primary Highlands, Special Reel Event Finals, Restricted Premier Nationals, Premier
Nationals, Choreography Small & Large Group. These choreographies are a fan favourite and our own WSHD traditionally
does VERY well in this event.
July 10th—Pre-Championships, ScotDance Championships
***There is still time to register for this momentous event so don’t hesitate : http://sdccs.ca ***

SHDA is proud to have 9 dancers representing Saskatchewan at this event:
10 and Under 12 Years— Halle Ingram
14 and Under 16 Years— Emma Fisher
16 and Under 18 Years—Emma Wood
18 and Under 21 years—Rachel Sherven, Katie Wood, Alexandra Sherven
21 and Over—Eryn McDonald, Jamie Bolton, Marin McRae
Page 2

GUTH NA DANNSAIREAN
VOICE OF THE DANCERS

Dancer Profiles
Name: Gibson H

Age: 5

Dancer Status: Primary
Dance School: Wilson School of Highland Dance
How many years have you been doing Highland Dance? 2 years
How did you get started in Highland Dance?
My mom and aunties danced and my older brother does too.
What is your favourite highland dance? Pas de Basques and High Cuts
What tartan is your kilt? Dress Royal McGregor
Describe one or two exciting experiences that you have had in highland
dance thus far? Dancing at the Fireworks Festival. Mom let me stay up way
past my bedtime to watch the fireworks.
Name: Jacqueline M Age: 14
Dancer Status: Premier
Dance School: Wilson School of Highland Dance
How many years have you been doing Highland Dance? 6 years
How did you get started in Highland Dance? I was looking to get into a new
dance style and my mom introduced me to highland dance.
What is your favourite highland dance? I have two—Blue Bonnet and Village
Maid
What tartan is your kilt? Dress Amiemore
Describe one or two exciting experiences that you have had in highland
dance thus far? Being a Provincial Rep for 2015 was exciting because it was my first
Provincials & I got to travel with a lot of my friends to Ontario. My dance school trip
to Disney World in November 2015 was also a great experience because we got to
showcase our dancing to a whole new audience and spend a lot of time getting to know
one another better by sharing the experience.
***Jacqueline is one of our Jr. Ambassadors for the Scottish
Pavilion this year. ***
Name: Jacklyn C Age: 14
Dancer Status: Intermediate
Dance School: Wilson School of Highland Dance
How many years have you been doing Highland Dance? 4 years
How did you get started in Highland Dance? I saw it at Folkfest and was instantly interested, so my mom signed me up and I started dancing.
What is your favourite highland dance? The Earl of Errol or the Jig
What tartan is your kilt? Dress Black & Fuchsia Scott
Describe one or two exciting experiences that you have had in highland
dance thus far? I really enjoyed Folkfest last year because I love to dance and performing always makes me happy plus I made a lot of new friends and fun memories.
also really enjoyed going to a competition in Edmonton last November because I accomplished my goals and had a lot of fun!
***Jacklyn is one of our Jr. Ambassadors for the Scottish Pavilion this year. ***
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New Lifetime Members
The Saskatoon Highland Dancing Association has a rich history as we have been around for 62 years!
Over those 62 years there have been some key people that have made a difference in the operation of
this association. Many of these key people have been voted in as SHDA Lifetime Members with
honorary memberships that allow them to continue to have a voice and a vote with the organization.
This year the SHDA would like to welcome its two newest lifetime members ~ Lynn Wagner and
Sherry Hull-Streukens.
Lynn Wagner joined the SHDA in September 1996.
All 3 of her children, Morag, Lindsey and Adam, became
devoted dancers earning Premier levels. Lindsey is a
dance teacher at the Wilson School of Highland Dance
so the tradition is continuing.
Lynn joined the Executive in 2006 taking on the position
of secretary and held that position till 2009. In 2009,
she headed up the heavy task of Fundraising Chair, then
followed up with the SHDA representative for the Provincial board from 2010—2012.
In 2010 Lynn was a key member of the crew that put together the successful SDCCS event when she was Food Vendor Chair.
Lynn has been a tireless worker for the Scottish Pavilion as she spearheaded for several years the
Trip to Scotland Raffle as well as the Passport Chair; two very engaging and high-energy positions.
We recognize Lynn’s dedication to SHDA by making her a Lifetime Member inducted in 2016. Congratulations Lynn—well deserved.
Sherry Hull-Streukens first got involved with the highland
dancing world when her daughter, Breanne Fraser Sherwood started dancing in 1985. She became one of only 12 families of the
SHDA in 1987. During her time with the SHDA she held several
executive positions.
She served as president, past president and vice president. She
was competition chair where she was responsible for all tasks that
make these events happen from booking venues, judges, and pipers
as well as the dreaded paper entry forms. Sherry served as secretary for a few years and sat on the fundraising committee. She was
also instrumental in the Canmore trip which was a highlight for
many dancers.
She has been actively involved in Folkfest over the years as kitchen
chair and most recently as the role of grandma to her two grandsons who dance today. There are 3 generations in Sherry’s family
at the Scottish Pavilion which is a sign of the strong connection
our families make with the SHDA.
We recognize Sherry’s dedication to the SHDA by making her a
Lifetime Member inducted in 2016. Congratulations Sherry—you are officially a ‘lifer’.
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DANCE OUTS
As full or Associate members, you are invited to participate in SHDA
dance outs.
As the year passes and your dancer learns more dances, please let us
know. Watch the website for a dance out update form.
Please pass on any enquires about dance out opportunities.

SHDA WEBSITE

Our next Dance Out is Folkfest. Please note that only members of
SHDA can perform at this venue. We also have been scheduled to perform at the Fireworks festival on Saturday June 3rd. Details to follow.

www.shda.ca

Or check us out on Facebook:
Saskatoon Highland Dancing
Association

SHDA dancers enjoy a moment together after competing in the River City
Premiership held at Mount Royal Collegiate.
The SHDA Executive. If you have any questions or concerns feel free to

contact one of these members by going on the SHDA website:
www.shda.ca
2015 – 2016 SHDA Executive:
Official Saskatchewan
Tartan

President: Vicki Streiloff

Workshops: Heather Bonynge

Vice-President: Cathryn Wood

Competitions: Heather Hollman

Past President: TBA

Communication: MJ Sherven

Treasurer: James Smith

Pavilion Manager: Rachelle Lockwood

Secretary: Randall Keays

Provincial Rep: Patti Fisher

Membership: Paula McPherson

Dance-Outs: Tannis Nicholson

New executive members voted in at the May Annual General Meeting
were: Randall Keays—Competitions, Carmen Nokleby—Treasurer, Rebecca Epple—Secretary. We welcome these new members and thank
James Smith ~ for his hard work and dedication. Heather Hollman will
stay on as co-chair of competitions.
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